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SUBJ: CUBAN AMBASSADOR TO VENEZUELA PRESENTS CREDENTIALS 

REF: CARACAS 6562 

1. AMBASSADOR NORBERTO HERNANDEZ CURBELO, CUBA'S FIRST AM- 
BASSADOR TO VENEZUELA SINCE 1960, PRESENTED HIS CREDENTIALS 
TO PRESIDENT PEREZ JULY 7. HE PREVIOUSLY, ON JULY 4, MET WITH 
FOREIGN MINISTER RAMON ESCOVAR SALOM. AS IN CUSTOMARY HERE, 
HERNANDEZ MAKE NO FORMAL STATEMENT WHEN HE MET WITH PEREZ. 

2. HERNANDEZ TOLD PRESS JULY 4 HE HAD EVERY INTENTION TO 
STRENGTHENING THE TIES OF FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN CUBA AND 
VENEZUELA. ONE MEANS OF ACCOMPLISHING THIS HE SAID, WOULD 
BE THVOUGH CULTURAL EXCHANGES. CONCERNING THE NATIONA- 
LIZATION OF THE VENEZUELAN PETROLEUM INDUSTRY, HERNANDEZ STATED 
CUBA "ON PRINCIPLE" SUPPORTS THE NATIONALIZATION NOT ONLY 

OF PETROLEUM BUT OF ALL THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF WHATEVER 
COUNTRY. HERNANDEZ ALSO SAID CUBA PRIME MINISTER CASTRO WAS 
WILLING TO PARTICIPATE IN THE LATIN AMERICAN CHIEFS OF STATE 
CONFERENCE SCHEDULED FOR CARACAS AND "WILL ATTEND THE MEETING 
IF IT IS HELD." 

3. THE SUBJECT OF CASTRO'S ATTENDANCE AT THE CARACAS SUMMIT 
CAME UP JULY 8 DURING A BRIEF PRESS CONFERENCE BY ESCOVAR. 
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AMERICAN CHIEFS OF STATE "MAY PARTICIPATE." NOTING THAT THE 
SUMMIT WILL BE CALLED A CHIEFS OF STATE CONFERENCE, ESCOVAR 
SAID CHIEFS OF GOVERNMENT WOULD ALSO PARTICIPATE. CASTRO'S 
ATTENDANCE WOULD BE UP TO THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT. HE ADDED. 

ASKED WHETHER HE PLANNED A VISIT TO CUBA IN THE NEAR FUTURE, 
ESCOVAR REPLIED "NOT RIGHT NOW." 

4. COMMENT. IN THAT PEREZ RECEIVED AMBASSADOR HERNANDEZ THIRTEEN 
DAYS FOLLOWING HIS ARRIVAL IN VENEZUELA, NO PARTICULAR SIG- 
NIFICANCE SHOULD BE ATTACHED TO THE TIMING OF THE CREDENTIALS 
PRESENTATION. ALTHOUGH SOME RECENT CREDENTIALS CEREMONIES 
(US, BRITISH) HAVE OCCURRED IN LESS TIME THAN TEN DAYS, 

HERNANDEZ'S RECEPTION WAS NOT FAR OFF THE AVERAGE. 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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